Book Reviews 


Frustration and Aggression. By John Dollard, Leonard W. Docb, Neal E. 
Miller, O. H. Mowrer and Robert R. Sears, in collaboration with Clellan S. 
Ford, Carl I. Hovland and Richard T. Sollenberger. Price, $2. Pp. 209. 
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This study takes as its point cf departure the assumption that aggression is 
always a consequence of frustration. More specifically, the proposition is that 
the occurrence of aggressive behavior always presupposes the existence of frustra- 
tion and, contrariwise, that the existence of frustration always leads to some ferm 
of aggression, It is the functional unity represented by the phenomena of catharsis 
and displacement that justifies attaching the label of aggression to the variety of 
responses considered in this theoretic presentation. 

“Strikes and suicides, race prejudice and refcrmism, sibling jealousy and 
lynchings, satirical humor and criminality, street fights and the reading of detective 
stories, wife-beating and war” are brought under a sort of common denomi- 
nator. The authors are indebted to the freudian psychology, wherein the dynamics 
of aggression and frustration have been deduced from clinical experiences. Their 
data, however, are derived from many and varied investigators. Adolescence, 
criminality, democracy, fascism, communism and the primitive Ashanti society are 
all fields for the understanding of aggression. 

Those whose work is clinical will welcome the systematic and critical treatment 
becatise of a perspective not otherwise obtainable. The section on “Criminality” 
is one of the best; here, in clear and impartial style, the “variables” of crime are 
taken and evaluated. 
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